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The word atlas evokes multiple connotations. On a 
tour of~urope or unfamiliar regions of North America, an 
appropnate motoring atlas is indispensable to the traveler. 
It highlights approaches, routes, interesting sights along 
the way, and means of avoiding trouble. A good atlas holds 
more than its own weight, much like the mythical Atlas 
s~pporting the word on his shoulders or the important cer-
VlCal vertebra of the same name. Unfortunately, surgical 
~tlases .are frequently disappointing and often provide 
msufficlent support to their readers. The present Atlas of 
vascular sur,gery, entitled "Operative procedures," is actu-
ally volume II of a series that was begun by Dr Rutherford 
with the publication of Atlas of vascular sur,gery: Basic tech-
niques and exposures in 1993. In the preface of the latter 
vo~ume, Dr ~therford expresses his longstanding disap-
~omtment Wl~ surgical atlases and describes how his pro-
Ject of producmg a more useful surgical atlas began. The 
i~itial volume is a thorough review of basic surgical tech-
mques and operative exposures, which would be useful for 
the mid-level general surgery resident beginning his train-
ing in vascular surgery. In fact, in our program, the initial 
volume is the most frequently used basic vascular surgical 
atlas for operative exposures. The new volume, "Operative 
procedures," is intentionally incomplete. It is divided into 
7 sections that cover the basic peripheral arterial and 
venous operations. Infrainguinal arterial reconstruction 
aortoiliac occlusive disease, aneurysm resection, renal and 
visceral arterial reconstruction, brachiocephalic reconstruc-
tion, transaxillary first rib resection, and venous procedures 
are covered in sufficient detail for the senior general surgi-
cal resident to come away with a good feeling for the essen-
tial components of the basic vascular operations. As a result 
of the design of the series, however, the present volume is 
somewhat incomplete. Appropriate surface landmarks for 
incisions often are omitted because they were covered in 
the first volume. A common problem with surgical atlases 
in general is that the relevant text is on a separate page from 
the accompanying illustration. In this particular series inci-
sion placement and operative approaches are in a se;arate 
volume. A solution for this would be to have the resident 
purchase the basic technique and exposure atlas as a junior 
resident and the newly published operative procedure atlas 
as a senior resident. 
The illustrations are generally accurate and complete. 
The technique for tunneling of reverse saphenous vein 
bypass shown in chapter 1 appears to be awkward in show-
ing a 2-step retrograde turmeling technique. In fact, it is 
much easier to pass the vein in a distended fashion 
through a large bore metal tunneler that has been passed 
from below upward. In the chapter on aortoiliac occlusive 
disease, curiously omitted is profundaplasty and the 
numerous techniques for its application, including vein 
patch and rotational or free use of the endarterectomized 
superficial femoral artery. The authors' preference for end-
to-side renal artery anastomosis is also somewhat unusual 
because, in the experience of most surgeons, it is easier to 
construct this anastomosis end-to-end to avoid kinking. In 
the chapter on thoracic outlet syndrome, a cervical 
approach to this disease, particularly with cervical first rib 
resection is omitted. The cervical approach is essential 
wh~n dealing with arterial and venous TOS (true TOS). 
ThiS anatomic region is particularly treacherous, and it 
would be useful for the general surgical resident scrubbing 
on one of these procedures to have appropriate guidance 
from an atlas such as this. 
These minor criticisms aside, I believe the 2 surgical 
atlases by Rutherford and Ouriel are currently the best 
available on the market for general surgical residents to 
acquaint themselves with basic techniques and operative 
procedures in vascular surgery. The authors are obviously 
experienced vascular surgeons, and numerous pearls are 
~ncluded, such as the use of the subtraction technique to 
Isolate the hypogastric artery avoiding potential disastrous 
injury to the iliac vein. A major inconvenience is having to 
purchase 2 atlases, referring to the initial atlas for the 
anatomy and exposure and the second atlas for the actual 
operative procedure. In a future edition, it may be more fit-
ting to include the surface landmarks for incisions, the 
anatomic exposures, and the operative procedures in the 
same text with the exposure and operative procedure jux-
taposed side-to-side on adjacent pages. For vascular surgi-
cal fellows and attendings with significant experience in 
vascular surgery who may require greater anatomic detail, 
I would suggest consulting Extensile exposure by Arnold 
Henr~ for peripheral artery exposures and Anatomic expo-
sures 1n vascular sur,gery by Wind and Valentine. I would 
recommend the 2-volume Rutherford and Ouriel series to 
all general surgical residents during their initial exposure to 
vascular surgery with the current volume to be used by PG 
IV and V residents when beginiung to perform major vas-
cular procedures. The authors certainly have achieved their 
stated purpose of guiding the surgical trainee through basic 
~echniq~es with clear illustrations and tips and pearls for 
mterestmg stops along the road. All medical school and 
surgical residency libraries should contain copies of both 
volumes. 
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